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“As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt,
I will show him wondrous things.” (icha, 7, 15)

We are living in miraculous times: what we are experiencing today are the wonders that prophets
prophesized in ancient times. As we in Israel strike out so decisively against our enemies, working
hand-in-hand with the world’s most powerful nation, how can we not stand astonished and
awestruck?

In the Haggadah, we are told: “In every generation, we are obligated to see ourselves as if we
personally left Egypt.” This year, this takes no great effort: we all feel that we are living a
modern-day Exodus experience.

We are discovering that the Haggadah — the story that Jews have been passing from generation
to generation for centuries - is not yet finished: that it is actually an open book ready for new
chapters that reflect events unfolding today.

Each and every one of us - whether we live in Israel or elsewhere across the Jewish world - is playing a
partin this narrative: from those in Israel responding to sirens, to the soldiers on the front lines, to Jews
in the Diaspora facing down the fast-spreading scourge of antisemitism.

This year, therefore, our duty to “expand upon the telling of the Exodus” is different than ever before.
Besides trying to experience what our ancestors went through, it’s a time for each of us to relate the
story unfolding in real time — to share our own experiences and reactions - to try to fathom what
God has planned and His ultimate goal for the Jewish people.

To make time for such material and discussions — especially when young children are around the
table — you may find it desirable to shorten the Haggadah’s the retelling of the original Exodus.
Unpredictable alerts and sirens may also force you to take a different approach to the material than
in the past. Not to worry: the new chapter in the story, the one we are writing now, is legitimate
and important. And of course, all is secondary to the preservation of life: no halachot regarding
the seder should prevent a move from the table to the shelter when we are so instructed.

In fact, the overall halachic status of these days can be defined as a time of
“sha’at hadechak” - “a time of pressure and extraordinary circumstances”.
As such, special laws and practices apply.

In the following guide, written by Rabbis Shaul Baruchi and Yaron Moshkovitz of the Tzohar
Center for Jewish Ethics, you can find a summary of the special laws that will shape your approach
to the seder during this special year. In addition, it suggests some new passages that you might
consider adding to the traditional text.

During these challenging, inspiring and hope-filled times, we pray for continued strength for all
involved in the campaign, for the citizens of Israel and for all Klal Yisrael.

If you have any questions related to the holiday or other challenges - halachic or spiritual -
created by the situation, please contact the Tzohar Halacha hotline at 1-800-200-377.
It is staffed by rabbis who speak both Hebrew and English.
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THE HALACHIC CONCEPT

OF SHAAT HADCHAK -

TIMES OF PRESSURE AND
EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES
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“Praised is the one who increases their telling of the Exodus story.”

Based on this well-known principle, in normal times Jews wax prolific as they conduct full Seders, often stretching
late into the night.

In the current reality of sirens and war, however, it may be difficult - if not impossible - to conduct the Seder in
the usual manner. According to the principle of Sha’at Hadchak - Times of Pressure and Extraordinary
Circumstances - one may shorten the Seder service, focusing on the more essential elements of the Haggadah
while omitting less central sections.

Following are specific guidelines regarding what can be omitted and what not, and for behavior in response to sirens
and other interruptions.

Please note that these guidelines are intended for bealthy individuals. Specific guidelines for the sick and elderly,

including expansions on some of the topics mentioned here, can be found on the Tzobar “Ad 1207 website:

Timing

The correct time to recite Kiddush and the Magid is no earlier than nightfall (¢zeit ha-kochavim), which in Israel
this year (2026) is at 19:20. In certain cases of need, one may recite Kiddush and start the Seder before nightfall;
however, drinking of the remaining three cups, eating of the matzah and maror, and reciting the Haggadah and
Hallel must take place after nightfall.

The correct time for carrying out the Seder mitzvot, including eating the aftkoman, is from nighfall until
midnight (chatzot), which in Israel this year is 00:45. If someone only becomes available (for example, returns
from army obligations) a short time before midnight (chatzot), they should recite the seder in such a way that the
mitzvot of matzah and maror can be completed before that time. However, if they can only begin the Seder after
midnight (chatzot), they should go ahead and do so. In such a case, the mitzvot may still be observed until dawn
(alot bashachar), which in Israel this year is 5:17.

Shortening the Seder Service
Following are guidelines for anyone that must shorten the seder:
Magid: The main parts of Magid - the central telling of the Pesach story - which ideally should not be omitted include:
*  The “Mah Nishtanah” questions

*  “Avadim Hayinu” (“We were slaves”)

*  “Mitchilab ovdei avodab zarah” (“At first our ancestors were idol worshippers,” including the
conclusion section that offers praise)

*  “Arami oved avi” (with at least some of its explanations)

*  “Whoever has not said these three things...”

*  The chapters of Hallel at the end of Magid (from “Lefichach”)
*  The blessing of redemption

*  The blessing over the second cup of wine.
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In cases of need, one may shorten the Magid even further, skipping “Arami oved avi” and reciting only a small
portion of Hallel.

If Magtd is shortened, one should, if possible, add the omitted sections back at the time that the meal is being eaten.

Hallel: The essential sections of Hallel which ideally should not be omitted are Psalms 113-118 and the blessing
“Yehalelucha,” which should be recited without “Hallel HaGadol” [Psalm 136] and without the blessings
“Nishmat” and “Yishtabach”.

In cases of need, it is sufficient to recite a few verses of the Hallel and the blessing “Yehalelucha.”
Reclining (Hasebah)

Following are guidelines regarding reclining during the seder:
The primary obligation to recline applies during the drinking of the four cups and the eating of the matzah
(Motzi Matzah, Korech, and Afikoman,).

One who did not recline while eating marzah should eat another kezay:t while reclining. Women may be lenient,
and men may also be lenient in a time of shaut hadchak.

According to Sephardic custom, one who did not recline while drinking wine the first time should drink it again
while reclining.

For Ashkenazim, one who did not recline while drinking wine the first time should re-drink the second cup
while reclining - but one may be lenient.

Interruptions

If the seder is interrupted, the following guidelines apply:

1. Kiddush: even if everyone leaves the table between Kiddush and the meal, it is not necessary to recite Kiddush
again before the meal.

2. Magid and Hallel: if an interruption occurs during the recitation of the Magid or Hallel, when you return, the
seder is resumed from the point of interruption, even if the interruption was for an extended period of time.

3. Birkat HaMazon: if an interruption occurs during Birkat HaMazon (Grace after Meals), when you return:
*  Those who follow the Shulchan Aruch should resume from where they stopped.

* Those who follow the Rama should return to the beginning of  the
blessing they were in if the interruption lasted several ~minutes or more,

4. Behavior during Magid through eating of matzah, maror and korech: generally, one should not have
any interruptions or speak from the time of handwashing after Magid until you have finished eating the
matzah, maror, and korech. However, if you must interrupt the seder or speak in order to enter a safe room:

* If possible, it is preferable to take the food with you and continue eating in the safe room.
* Ifnot, you should still refrain from non-essential speech. Any speech related to safety is permitted.

* If you spoke about matters unrelated to eating between the time that make the
blessing over the matzah and eat it eat, make the blessing over the maror and eat i,
or make the blessing over the wine and drink it, then you must repeat the blessing.
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5. Kezayit matzah or maror: the time for eating the kezayit of matzah or maror is “kedei achilat pras”.
*  According to stricter opinions, this amount of time is four minutes.
* According to more lenient opinions, this amount of time is up to nine minutes.

If you pause in the middle of eating the kezayit, you must eat it again, unless you already ate one-third of
the matzah before the interruption. In that case, if necessary, you are not required to eat it again, even if you
usually follow a strict approach.

6. Ifthe recitation of the Magid is longer than planned due to interruptions and there is a need to drink, one may
drink beverages other than wine before pouring the second cup. Some permit drinking even after pouring the
second cup and during the Magid, and one may rely on this when necessary. It is preferable to avoid eating,
however.

Following is a Haggadah in the Ashkenazi tradition.

The Haggadah must only be discarded in geniza.

mavp MM DA NPMR m513 NPMR V

All other sections are The sections that are The sections which must

written in small letters important to add are Lo recited o fulfill the
written in  middle-sized obligation of the seder are
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